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Agnes Gund Appointed Honorary Trustee of 
The Cleveland Museum of Art 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 22, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) today named Agnes Gund, president 
emerita of The Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), as an honorary member of its board of trustees. 

Gund, a native Clevelander who resides in New York City, has been an advocate of the arts and an 
internationally respected collector of contemporary art for more than three decades. As president of MoMA from 
1991-2002, she championed the institution’s most ambitious expansion project along with the fundraising 
campaign necessary to complete it. 

“Agnes Gund grew up exploring the galleries at the Cleveland Museum of Art and attending Saturday 
morning art classes here,” said CMA Director Katharine Lee Reid. “Even more,” Reid added, “Agnes Gund has 
been a dear and close friend to the Cleveland Museum of Art for many years. Her largesse has created a sense of 
excitement throughout the Museum, especially in our contemporary collection.” 

Gund 1s the single largest contributor to the Museum’s permanent collection of contemporary art, having 
donated more than 50 works since 1969. Her more recent gifts to the Museum include: sculptures such as Wrapped 
Chair (Christo, American, 1935), Catal Hiiyiik (level VIB) Shrine VIB.1 (Frank Stella, American, 1936), Plate 
Prop Roll (Richard Serra, 1939) and Alien Huddle (Martin Puryear, American, 1941); a painting, The City (Agnes 
Martin, American, 1941); and a lithograph Born (Kiki Smith, American, 1954). 

Gund’s generosity to the Museum encompasses not only gifts of art, but also has included annual gifts, an 
endowment for the Breuer Building, support of a memorial to late director Robert Bergmann and major support for 
exhibitions, including Sol LeWitt: Incomplete Open Cubes in 2001 and Jasper Johns: Numbers in 2003. In 2003, 
Gund exhibited more than 50 works from her private collection in a Cleveland-only showing of Drawing Modern: 
Works from the Agnes Gund Collection (Oct. 26, 2003-Jan. 11, 2004), shown concurrently with the Johns 
exhibition. She is a member of the Museum Council, the Contemporary Arts Society and the Legacy Society. 

Renowned as a “taste-maker” throughout the art world, Gund’s eye for exquisite contemporary art 1s 
overshadowed only by her philanthropy. During the 1970s, for example, when budget cuts eliminated art classes in 
New York City’s public schools, Gund founded “Studio in a School,” bringing artists into more than 140 program 
sites in all five boroughs. To date the program has provided more than $50 million in services and has reached 


more than 300,000 children. 
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Gund’s involvement in arts-related concerns crosses a broad spectrum of commitments. She is a trustee of 
several organizations, among them: The Menil Collection (Houston), the Wexner Center for Performing Arts, and 
an honorary trustee of the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) Cleveland. She is a board member of the World 
Trade Center Memorial Foundation, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, the Lacoste Schools of the Arts 
in France, Inc., the School of the American Ballet, the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts and the 
Architectural History Foundation. She also is a member and Chairman of the International Council of MoMA, the 
Advisory Committee of the Romare Bearden Foundation, and the New York Women’s Foundation. 

Gund’s civic commitments are equally impressive. She is a trustee of several organizations, including: the 
Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center of the City of New York, The J. Paul Getty Trust, Chess-In-the-Schools, 
and the Institute for Advanced Study. She is former trustee of Brown University, Connecticut College, and 
MacDowell Colony. In 1999, Crains New York Business named her as one of New York’s 100 Most Influential 
Women. 

Still, Gund’s attention to the arts and culture in Cleveland affirms her connection to the local community. 
She has been a trustee of Karamu House, the Cleveland Institute of Art, the Cleveland Playhouse, and an advisory 
committee member, former trustee and current honorary trustee of the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art 
(now MOCA Cleveland). 

In addition, Gund is the recipient of the National Medal of the Arts presented by President William J. 
Clinton in 1997 and the Governor’s Award (New York State), presented by Governor Mario Cuomo in 1988. 

“T am honored to have been asked to become an honorary trustee for The Cleveland Museum of Art,” 
Gund said. “It is a remarkable institution that 1s so very important to the life of the community, one deserving of 
the community’s support as its seeks to expand physically and programmatically.” 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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